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We are off to a great Scholarships Program year. Department Chairmen, you have done a 

wonderful job promoting the Scholarships Program. I have enjoyed reading your promotions, 

general orders and newsletter articles. Our Scholarships Facebook page is growing and all of 

you are doing a great job of sharing ideas and supporting each other. Keep up the good work!! 

 

Below is information about National President Jane Reape’s special project to establish an 

escrow fund for the 3-Dimensional Patriotic Art Contest to increase award amounts. Let’s all 

help grow this fund by encouraging Auxiliaries to hold a fundraiser to support the National 

President’s special project. 

 

Also included is important information from VFW National Headquarters about the Voice of 

Democracy awards increase. Let's get this information into the hands of all of our members.  

 

Lastly, thank all of you for your thoughts, prayers and cards. It meant a lot and has helped me 

recover. 

 

National President’s Special Project 

 

This Program Year, three-dimensional art has its own contest.  

 

HOW IS THIS A NEW CONTEST?  

 

Three-dimensional art entries have been part of Young American Creative Patriotic Art since 

the 2018-2019 Program Year. True. However, this Program Year, these entries will belong to a 

separate contest called the 3-Dimensional Patriotic Art Contest. Think of it this way: Young 

American Creative Patriotic Art Contest entries are now all two-dimensional (2-D art), while 3-

Dimensional Patriotic Art Contest entries are exclusively three-dimensional (3-D) art. We 

decided to create an entirely separate contest for the three-dimensional artwork to facilitate 

judging by category. After three-dimensional artwork was introduced as a category of Patriotic 

Art, we heard from members that judging items like sculpture and crocheted pieces against 

paintings and drawings is tough to do. It’s like comparing apples to oranges.  

 

WHAT ELSE IS NEW? 

 

Funds contributed to National President Reape’s special project will establish an escrow fund 

to provide 3-Dimensional Patriotic Art Contest Scholarships to students in the years to come. 

More information and entry forms for 3-Dimensional Patriotic Art and Young American Creative 
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Patriotic Art are located at vfwauxiliary.org/scholarships or behind your MALTA login under 

Member Resources. 

 

The 3-Dimensional Patriotic Art Contest has its own scholarship amounts. Current National 

awards are:  

 

• 1st Place: $2,500 

• 2nd Place: $1,000 

• 3rd Place: $500  

 

National Headquarters no longer needs to know if there has been District judging. It is up to 

each Department to determine if District judging is necessary. 

 

TO SUPPORT:  

 

• Log in to MALTA. Click on “Make a Gift.” Select National President’s Special Project.  

• Mail checks earmarked 3-Dimensional Patriotic Art to: VFW Auxiliary National 

Headquarters Attn: Scholarship Fund, 406 W. 34th St., 10th Floor Kansas City, MO 

64111.  

 

WHAT STAYS THE SAME?  

 

Student submission deadlines for both Young American Creative Patriotic Art and 3-

Dimensional Patriotic Art are identical at all levels. Judging and Auxiliary deadlines also remain 

the same. Eligibility, rules, and judging criteria remain unchanged.  

 

Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen News from the VFW National 

VFW Youth Contest Prizes Grow as Deadline Approaches 

Entries for the Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen contests are due by Oct. 31. 

 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (Sept. 8, 2022) – The Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) is pleased to 

announce an additional $15,000 will be awarded to the top three Voice of Democracy national 

winners for the 2022-23 contest. The national first-place prize has increased to $35,000, with 

second and third-place national winners now taking home $21,000 and $15,000 respectively.  

  

Deadlines for the VFW’s annual youth scholarship contests are fast approaching. Entries for 

the Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen essay competitions must be received by a local 

participating VFW Post no later than Oct. 31. 

  

Dedicated to encouraging a better understanding and appreciation of America, the VFW’s 

Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen essay competitions help foster patriotism among today’s 



youth. The popular contests also promote friendly competition and reward success in the form 

of more than $3 million in combined scholarships at the local, state, and national levels.  

  

The Voice of Democracy audio-essay competition is open to all ninth-12th grade students, with 

this year’s theme asking students “Why is the Veteran Important?” Annually, more than 25,000 

students compete in the competition. Daniela Mare, a junior at Sachem High School North in 

Lake Ronkonkoma, New York, was named the 2021-2022 Voice of Democracy first-place 

winner. Sponsored by VFW Post 9486 and its Auxiliary in Centereach, New York, 

she delivered her essay in front of the Statue of Liberty during this year’s virtual Parade of 

Winners ceremony. 

  

Open to eligible sixth, seventh and eighth-grade students, this year’s Patriot’s Pen theme asks 

students to reflect and expand on “My Pledge to Our Veterans.” Syed Ali, an eighth-grade 

student from Lafayette, Louisiana, was named the 2021-2022 Patriot's Pen first place winner. 

He was sponsored by VFW Post 1982 in New Iberia, Louisiana. He also delivered his winning 

essay at the annual Parade of Winner’s ceremony.   

  

Student entries, accompanied with a completed entry form, must be submitted to a local 

participating VFW Post. The deadline for both contests is Oct. 31, 2022. 
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